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dition of England under John, invaded that
country, was defeated and was compelled to
do homage to the English king. Alexander
III, by his defeat of the king of Norway,
added to the kingdom the Isle of Man and the
Hebrides.
After the death of Alexander and that of
his granddaughter, Margaret, called the
Maiden of Norway, numerous pretenders to
the crown arose, among whom the most power-
ful were John Baliol and Robert Bruce. Ed-
ward I, chosen as arbiter between these two
claimants, decided in favor of Baliol, who then
in turn swore allegiance to the English crown.
When Edward made his overlordship too op-
pressive, Baliol attempted with the help of
France to make Scotland independent; but
Edward invaded Scotland, and after a victory
at Edinburgh he took Baliol to England with
him as a prisoner. Scotland was now ruled
by an English regent. Resistance under Wil-
liam Wallace was for a time effectual, and a
great victory was gained at Stirling in 1297.
Eight years later, however, Wallace, deserted
by the Scotch nobles, was defeated and taken
prisoner. Another popular leader was found
in Robert Bruce, who declared himself king
of Scotland, as Robert I, and in 1314 com-
pletely defeated an English army under Ed-
ward II at Bannockburn. For fourteen years
from this date, Scotland was practically in-
dependent. Robert's son, David II, who suc-
ceeded him, was a minor, and new disturb-
ances at once began in Scotland. War broke
out with England in 1333, and after the Bat-
tle of Halidon Hill (1333) and that of
Neville's Cross (1346), the Scottish kings
were obliged to do homage to England.
With the accession of Robert II in 1371
began the Stuart dynasty. The kings of this
line were for the most part strong and able
men, but the fact that many of them came to
the throne during their minority allowed the
nobles# to gain undue prominence. James I
(1406-1437), who had been taken prisoner by
the English before his father's death, was not
allowed to return to Scotland until 1424. He
proved, on gaining the authority, to be a man
of much strength of character, and he intro-
duced order into Ms kingdom, put down the
nobility and greatly encouraged commerce
and industry. James IT (1488-1513) be-
came involved in a war with England on ac-
count of his support of the pretender, Perkin
Warbeck, but soon concluded a truce, and
married, in 1503, the daughter of Henry Til
 of England. However, after the accession of
Henry VIII to the English throne, James,
who had formed an alliance with France, in-
vaded Northumberland, but was defeated and
killed at the Battle of Flodden Field.
The king's death plunged the nation into
a state of anarchy; his successor, James V,
had not yet reached the age of two years.
His cousin, the Duke of Albany, was appoint-
ed regent, but from an early part of the reign
James was almost entirely in the hands of
the earl of Angus, who had married the queen
dowager and had almost complete control of
affairs till 1528, when James, then in his
seventeenth year, managed to escape to
Stirling, take the government into his own
hands and drive Angus into England. His
alliance was sought by England, France and
Spain, and in 1537 James married the
daughter of Francis I. The young queen died
a few weeks after her arrival in Scotland, and
in the following year James maiTied Mary of
Lorraine, daughter of the Duke of Guise.
Henry VIII made several attempts to induce
James to join the Reformation, but James
remained a supporter of the old faith as
against the reform doctrines.
The eventful period which followed the ac-
cession of Mary was dominated by the Ref-
ormation- movement and by the questions
affecting the union of Scotland and England.
A scheme to mairy the young queen to Ed-
ward, son of Henry VIII, was defeated, and
the old league with France was renewed.
James VI, the son of Mary, was but a
child, and a succession of regents governed
the kingdom. On the death of Elizabeth of
England, in 1603, James succeeded to the
throne as the nearest heir, through his descent
from Margaret, daughter of Henry VII and
wife of James IV*
There were seven Scottish Parliaments
called by James after his accession, where-
in he was represented by a commissioner sit-
ting as president. His chief energies were
directed to an attempt to draw England anct
Scotland into a closer -union, by means oi
harmonizing the laws of tbe two countries
and by establishing episcopacy in Scotland*
In furtherance of the latter object be vis-
ited Scotland in 1617 for tibe only time after
the union of the crowns. There were many
acts passed for promoting trade and com-
merce, and the nation about this time seems
to have been seized with a mania for eoloni-
nation, as many thousands of the inhabitants

